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t.O. 12C6S: RCS-I 7-27-55 (CHAPLIN, MAXWELL) OH-6 
TAGS SHUN, A* 

SUBJECT Ol > PERIODIC HUMAN RIGHTS TRENDS REPORTING 
RET: STATE TJI23; I BUENOS AIRES 4311 
l.-WERURE TEXT) 

I. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY. WE SEE CONI INUED SLOW IMPROVEMENT 
OH THE HUNAN RIGHTS FRONT, AND THE EN IGNAT 1C AND SINISTER FORCES 

AT WORN HERE HAVE BEEN FURTHER REDUCEQ'OR COKTROinfc 

REIGRTEffEO SENS’ TIVI7Y 10 THE WHOLE WUMAK RIGHTS ISSUE 
HMD ITS EFFECTS WORLDWIDE CONTRIBUTED ID ARGENTINA'S 
DECISION TO ADMIT l, DBS INDOCHINESE REFUGEES INTO THE 
COUNTRY. END INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY. 

WE NAVE RECEIVED ONE MEnORARY DISAPPEARANCE* 

" Report since "tmF hay 12 abducuon of six young 

~"" ~ffBPTE (BUENOS AIRES 4B82I. MIGUEL ANGEL OE NICHllC 
WAS ’SURFACED* BY POLICE AUTHORITIES THREE DAYS AFTER 
HIS JUL T 14 APPARENT ABDUCTION OR ARREST WAS PUBLICIZED 
tr THE BUENOS AIRES HERALD ON JULY 21-4 FACT VE BEUSVE 
HAY DEMONSTRATE A SENSITIVITY TO A MEDIA-RE POSTED 
~7\ DISAPPEARANCE SELDOM SHOUH. (DETAILS OF THE OE NICHllO 
t DISAPPEARANCE-REAPPEARANCE ARE SENT IN THE WEEKLY HUMAN 
RIGHTS ROUNDUP OF JULY 26. THE CASE nAY YET TURN OUT 
TO BE A ROUTINE POLICE MATTER.) 

4. THE DISAPPF ARIES . NO PROGRESS HAS BEEN MAOE ON 
ACCOUNTING FOR THE 0 1 SAPPEA°EPS; THE GOVERNMENT APPEAR S 

TO signal that there mu se no accounting, general 

VIOLA'S KAY 2J ARMY OAF SPEECH, THE MOST RECENT AND 
DOST AUTHORITATIVE PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THIS SUBJECT, 

BROADLY INTlMAJED THAT THE DISAPPEAREDS COULD IE EQUATED 
WITH THE ’ABSENT FOREVER- ("LOS AUSENTE3 PARA SIEHPRE*) . 

VE CONTINUE FC HEAR OF PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS WITH 
FAMILIES HELD BY THE Ml NITER OF INTERIOR'S COL. SAN 
ROMAN, WHOSE JOB IT IS TO DEAL IN MATTERS HAVING TO 00 
WITH THE IMPRISONED AND DISAPPEARED, IN WHICH THE 
COLONEL VIRTUALLY WRITES OFF ANY CHANCES THAT PERSONS 
WHO DISAPPEARED DURING U7G AND MOST OF 1377 WILL EVER 
BC WARD FROM AG A I K. $ AW ROMAN POES, HOWEVER, GIVE 
, _ TAWTAL 12 IMG S7ATEB£N7S~70~THE Fff ECT TiuT PF»hAPS ~ 

I ' MANY QF THE 7378 DISAPPEARANCES MIGHT SHU 
TURN UP Al IVE. ~ 


5. THERE ARE STILL TWO PARTICULARLY DISTURBING ELEMENTS 

HAVING TO DO WITH THE DISAPPEAREDS: _ 

--THE EMBASSY HASVlNCREASIKGlY CONVINCING EVIDENCE 1 THAT 
VITKIN SOME GOA AGENCIES RECORDS DO EXIST OF THE QCATH$ 
OF SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF THE DISAPPEARED. FAILURE TO 


buenos iBise ii or 12 jsmsz \J/\ 

BARE AT LEAST A PARTIAL ACCOUNTING IS WITHOUT OtSUBiy O 

CEL l IE RAT El T MADE POLICY DECISION OF THE ARGENTINE J 

GOVERNMENT, NOT A OECISIOM TAKEN BECAUSE THERE IS NO 
EVIDENCE. AGAIN QUOTING SAN ROMAN, THIS TIME FROM A 
CONVERSATION HE HAD WITH A DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUE, ’WE KNOW ^ 

WHO IS OE AO, BUT SAYltlG THIS TO ANYONE IS IMPOSSIBLE. 

JO MANY OFF ICERS— INCLUDING MANY YOUNG OWES WHOSE 
CAREERS ARE AHEAD OF 7HCM--SIMPL Y MUST BE PROTECTED 
AGAINST REPRISALS AT SOME FUTURE DATE.* DISTURBING TOO 
IS FRAGMENTARY--IUT CREDIBLE-EVIDENCE THAI SOME SCATTERED 
CL AN OE ST I HE DETENTION CEHTERES STILL EXIST, ALTHOUGH 
SMALL, EACH HOLDING NO MORE THAN PERHAPS 2S PRISONERS. 

THIS DOES HOT ALTER CONCLUSIONS OF THE EMBASSY REGARDING 
CLANDESTINE CENTERS (SEE BUENOS AIRES 30S6) , BUT IT IS 
DISMAYING TO REPORT THAT THEY HAVE NOT YET BEEN COM- 
PLETELY ELIMINATED. -ON THE OTHER HAND THE SAME ARGENTINE 
SOURCES WHO HAVE REPORTED THE CENTERS — -PEOPLE CLOSE TO PftjffST) 
THE SECURITY S£RV ICEt — AL SO A SSURE US THAT THE CCHTCAS * , , - 

VUl tt CLOSED BEFORE THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS 
eOMMISSTov ARRIVES^ hTr'E ~hTe ARLY SEPTEMB»7~TN£Rr IS 
INFORMED SPECULATION THAT SOM OF THE REMAINING CLANDES- 
TINE PRISONERS ARE BEING PWROEREO! ’ 

I. PEN PRISONERS. WE WEREEHCOURAGEO BY HARGUIHOEGUT' S 
ATTEMPTING (ON JUNE 23, SEE BUENOS AIRES S4SBI , TO SET 
OUT THE CORRECT NUMBER OF PEN PRISONERS, AND ALL INDI- 
CATIONS ARE THAT THE RIGHT OF OPTION PROGRAM IS BEING 
SPEEDED UP AND LARGER NUMBERS Of PERSONS SIMPLY RElfASCO. 

THIS BEARS OUT REPORTS WE NAC EARLIER THAT' THE COMMISSION 
WICH CONSIDERS THE FATE OF PRISONERS HAD CHANGED ITS 
GROUND RULES IN OBDER TO OVERCOME SOME ZONE COMMANDERS' 

OBJECTIONS TO THE RELEASE OR THE OPTION OF AN INDIVIDUAL. 

TKE SUBSEQUENT REARRESTS OF FIVE OR SIX FORMER PEN 

PRISONERS BY HllTTARY^ AUTHORITIES I H~RES I STENCl A PROVES (? P/b?#4 ? S ^ 
.THAT TARHY COMMANDERS ARE NOT PREPARED 10 LIE STILL FOR /M*b j 
~THE COMMISSION' S ~DEC^4 S ipus! SO ~00 SEVERAL OPT ION CASeT L 

JIHIcli A^TaFto have been approveo BY THE COMMISSIO N a(£ r 
UNO INFORMATION PASSED OH ToTHlS EMBASSY OR TO THE 770/J 

DEPARTMENT Of STATE FOR OUR ENCOURAGEMENT) AND LATER ° 

RENEGED— Lf SPECULATE BECAUSE ZONE COMMAflCERS CCMPALINED 
TOO BITTERLY OR EXERTED TOO MUCH PRESSURE AT HAVING 
BEEN BYPASSED OR IGNORED. 

7. HOW REPRESSION IS HANDLED. THERE IS tt ’DOCTRINES 
DISCUSSION GOING ON WITHIN THE flit ITttRY GOVERNMENT. 

Tv'lOENCE OF THIS WAsTivEN JUNE 1-8 WHEN GENERAL^ SUAREZ 
MASON REPORTEDLY PRESENTED A HARDLINE PLAN FOR COMBATTING 
THE NEW FACE OF SUBVERSION TO THE MILITARY JUNTA. THE 


ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 

US. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
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BIZARRE SUBSEQUENT 
REPORTED TO HAVE E 
SENIOR DIPLOMATS A 
subsequently DENIS 
OF SUAREZ MASON' S 
ESPOUSE THE LINE R 
IN A CONVERSATION 
SYMPATHIZED WITH T 
NO KINDER DESCRIPT 
COUNTERVAILING REP 
THE HLPME555I ON ID 
RULES IS BEING SUB 
COMMANDER AND, PRE 

s — 

8. PRISONS 


EVENTS IN WHICH SU 
XPLAINED THIS DOCTR 
ND HIS APPEARANCE B 
D DOFS NOT OBSCURE 
COLONELS ACTUALLY D 
EPORTED AND THE FAC 
WITH THE AMBASSADOR 
HE HARD. WITCH HUNT 
ION CAN BE ADMITTED 
CRTS THAT MUCH STRI 
TO BE EXERTED. A 
MITTED FOR APPROVAL 
5UMABLY, THE JUNTA. 


AREZ MASON WAS 
INE BEFORE ARGENTINE 
EFORE THEM THEN 
THE FACT THAT TWO 
ID, WE BELIEVE, 

T THAT THE GENERAL 
AGREED THAT HE 
ING LINE REPORTED. 

THERE ARE 
CTER CONTROL OVER 
DRAFT OF THESE NEW 
OF THE ARMY 


(9 


!a ND OUR Own OBSERVATIONS BASED UPON 
VISITS TO INTERVIEW RIGHT OF OPTION CANDIDATES CONFIRM 
IMPROVEMENT IN PRISON CONDITIONS. ALTHOUGH WE WERE 
PERTURBED BY GENERAL HARGU I NDE GU Y ' S JUNE 29 CONCLUSIONS 
ABOUT PEN PRISONERS BECAUSE THEY CREATE AS MANY QUESTIONS 
AS THEY ANSWER. WE REMAIN CERTAIN THAT A PEN POPULATION 
DIMINISHED TO l. 723DOES IN FACT INDICATE SIGNIFICANTLY 
FEWER POLITICAL PRISONERS. 


9 . ARGENTINE 
BUENOS AIRES 
WAS REPORTED 
FERNANDO VACA 
THERE WITH HI 
" PEOPLE’ S TRI 
IN 1978, AND 
THE PRESS. ) 
PLANS A MAJOR 
YEAR. THE AR 
EVENTS IN NIC 
KIND OF THING 
OF THIS PART 
JUSTIFY 1H£IR 
ON THE HUMAN 
CASTRO 


OPINION 
NE wSPAPE 
IN NICAR 
NARVACA 
M. IB OT 
At" AND 
IN 5UBSE 
FIR ME NIC 
MONTONE 
GENT I NE 
ARAGUA B 
THAT G I 
OF THE W 
OWN CXT 
RIGHTS F 


WAS ALARMED TO READ IN SEVERAL 
RS ON JULY 23 THAT MARZO FIRMENICH 
AGUA, HELPING THE SANDINISTAS TO WIN. 

, ANOTHER MONTONERO TERRORIST. WAS REPORTED 

H WERE INVOLVED IN THE GROTESQUE 

MURDER OF FORMER PRESIDENT ARAMBURU 

QUENT FLAUNTING OF THEIR CRIME IN 

H. THE REPORT CONTINUES, ALSO 

RO CAMPAIGN BEFORE THE END OF THIS 

GOVERNMENT’ 5 INTENSE CONCERN OVER 

E COME 5 MORE POIGNANT. THIS IS THE 

VES COURAGE TO THE SUAREZ MASON' S 

ORLD, WHO USE 5UCH CHALLENGES TO 

RC ME RESPONSES. IT MAY BODE ILL 

RONT. 
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